IMMEDIATE

e FLYING ACTIVITY THIS OATE:

©11) 'S6ARRS 1 SORTYE FOR 2.0 HOURS, -

3) 1650S. 1 SORTIE FOR 2.2. HOURS. . R
(=« SAVES DATA THIS DATE: NO SAVES THIS OATESH

-/
‘1) CONTINUE VISUAL SEARCH, ELECTRONIC SURVEI- //C;L

*2) 23TASS 3 SORTIES FOR 11.6 HOURS.
+4) BTFM1 SORTIE FOR 0.8 HOURS.

"« FUTURE "‘PLANS:

_-ANCEs, AND PHOTO RECCE OF OBJECTIVE AREA.

12) " SAR FORCES AVATLABLE FOR OS5 FER T3¢

&Y 4 HHS3 GOARRS

' B) 2 HC130P 56ARRS

CY 6 AT 3IS4TFY - |
D) NUHEROUS FACS FOR VISUAL SEARCH.D

-« SUMMARY OF SAR .ACTIONS: s .
1) YOARRS/RCC (JACK) WAS NOTIFIED BY 7AF/TaCC/oRcC
JOKER)SAT 1157 THAT BARON 52 (ECHT) HAD NOT CHECKED IN
OR HIS 13007 OPERATIONS NORMAL REPORT.. LAST o STTToN
AS A RADAR PLOT FROM LION CRP AT 18302 AT 1452N 1064 3¢,

- AGE Q-RUHOREkﬂasseﬁgﬁzﬁ;jgjgjﬁ o |
-2 RADIO- OR RADAR CONTACT AFTER THAT TIME. AT 19157 THo

L. FAC'S (F4) WERE DIVERTED TO AREA.TO PERFORM y |
DMMUNICATIONS SEARCH. ALSO BARON 62 (ECU7) IN THE AREA
ONDUCTED EXTENSIVE COMM SEARCH WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.
~ FIRST LIGHT FACS WERE SENT TO AREA To PERFORN VISUAL
~ARCH, SEARCH PATTERN WAS ESTABLISHED IN 10KM (5.5NM)
“IDS FROM LAST KNOWN POSITION. SEARCH I€ IN PROGRESS

THIS TIME WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS, EXPECT PROGRESS
-PORT AT END OF TODAYS ACTIVITY,

) AREA SEARCHED:

) NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME,

} SEARCH AREA: 10 KILOMATERS (5.S5NK) SQUARES
-BINNING AT XB9030 (1444N 10G44E) AND PROCEDING NORTH
-0 EAST FROM THAT POSITION. SQUARES ARE IDENTIFIED AS
--LOWSZ ALOCK 6-1 AT X83030 TO YBOO3Q To YBOOKO Yo
3040+ SAUARE F-1 IMMHEDIATELY NORTH OF g-1, E~1

‘RTH OF F-1 EYC. SOUARE 0-2 DIRECTLY EAST oF G-le G-3
5T OF .62, ETC |

) K=21 ASSUMED AMC OUTIES AY 0502327, -
-} NO AERTAL REFUELINGS WERC ACCOMPLISHED THIS

3E 5 RUMOREADESY
TE IN SUPPORT OF NUSSTION.

' NO AUXILIARIY 'SAR ERUIPMENT WAS USED THIS DAYE IN
PPORT OF MISSTION. '

.....
......
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FLIGH? DESTGRATION: Jolly Gree

o

* LOCALTON:  058/83/82

B DY
WS ——

| ;_l_)flas'sification'(c'ain' glj,_cdj'(ghan /i t_d ‘ ”

. , (p =
=, undeg {he (/YE Folde
n 60 "VFT 2 M o | |
MISSIW’ OBJLCTIVE: . tascue & liecovery of Crawmembers of Baron 52
\

SiVuS:  Hone

14 SUMMALY OF it ACTIONS: On 9 Feb 73 Jolly Green 71 and 60 were

launchied at 1050L to recover the bodies of 8 crewsan from Baron 52

~,an.

AC-47 downed in sastern Laos, position 058/ 63/82. ‘the flignt was un-
ceventful until we reached & point #, 042/93/¢2. it tuis time we were

at 9500 MSL and ieceived activity lishts and launct: lizhts on KMaW gear

' ‘dvasive actions wers taken with no proalems encountered.
Both aircraft arrived atl the Siit area at 1320L. 5 71 held 5 niles nortli

viiile JG 60 proceedsd to the location of sarom 5z. JG 60 lowared 3 Pd's

plus a technician to the crasihed aireruft to recover souies and et posi-

tive identification on the alreraft. Tie aircraft appeared to have

crashed nearly vertically and upside down. Botii wings were sheared off _ N
--and the-fuselage wos completely gutted by flaves,

of all aircraft.

intact Was tne tail., Afier about L5 i

Tuc only portion lett : -
nutes in the hover, JG €0 recovered

two of the PJ's :na then because of fuel shorture, eqjresced tne area. JG

71 then procecded to the area and picke

d up ihe 2 remuaning men. Ligress

for both aircrait was accomplisied with no proovlem, and boti aircratt

recovered at KKP at 16COL.

body and positively ‘determined tnat all crevamzabere had periched. 4

The PJ's racovired tho uprer portion of one
prer j

large piece of metal, bearing the aircraft numver (36 positively identified
tie aircraft as Baron 52.

Crewmenmbers of JG 71 High.

Capt Shapiro, Richard Do ——
1Lt Houk, Jason H.
SSgt Gross, lonsld
TSgt Sulome, Charles I, ———e———
Jgt Moreno, Ralph R., —
35gt Johnson, Cdey L. ————

N0 00 O

RICHALD D. SIAPI0, Capt, USuF

Alrcraft Commander
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Crewmenbers of JG 60 Low.

By

e,

Faj iobert D, Furman
1Lt Steven {. Vun Jepuond ——
wigh Cayetano, Pina, —ee———

Sgt dobert B. Johnson ~————
I3zt ilarwell P, Quillisn Jr ———-
Sgt Dennis C, Williamson, ——
Sgb ielvin i, Baumgardner —

cvM’\ AP O
AL dJ;LLl. U. I-' ld‘{.lii, M&jOI', US‘;LI;‘
alreraft Commandor
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Date: {5 M ,‘{‘.% Infals: 24—

" DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENC Y-

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

AMALYSIS OF ‘INFORMATION O THE LOSS OF EC-47Q BARON 52

- LOSS INCIDENT

- - The EC-47Q, call sign Baron 52, and its eight crew members were lost over Laos
- --on'5 February 1973. Four days later-a search team inspected the wreckage and
located the remains of -four crew members. Two of the remains were in the
pilot and co-pilot positions. The third was in the engineer's compartment,
and the team was able to recovera portion of this body, which was identified
as the other co-pilot. The fourth body was near the engineer's compartment.
Normally in this type of aircraft there are two positions immediately behind
the engineer's compartment. One of these two positions would have been
occupied by SSgt Todd M. Melton and the other by either Sgt Joseph A. Matejov
or SSgt Peter R. Cressman. Due to physical and time constraints and hostile

forces in the area, the team was not able to 1ift the fuselage to search for
additional remains. o

The search team also found what appeared to be anti-aircraft artillery
shrapnel holes in parts of the wreckage. They found no evidence that the Crew
were preparing to bail out when the plane crashed; and it did not appear that
the aircraft attempted a controlled crash landing. The disposition of the
wreckage and other features of the crash site (e.g., absence of skid marks)
indicated.the'aircraft'hadAplunged nearly vertically to earth, bounced once,
landed upside down and burned. |

Although operating outside the range of ground radar stations during most of
its mission, Baron 52 had frequent radio contact with other aircraft in the
area, For example, the commander made routine half hourly contacts with, and
reported all unusual occurrences to, Moon Beam Airborne Command and Control
Center, and also had radio contact with Spectre 20, an AC-130 gunship working
in the same area. The electronics warfare crew members also used separate
communications equipment to maintain contact with another EC-47, Baron 62,
flying in the same general area. The last reported position of Baron 52 was
about 8-10 minutes flying time from the crash site.

COMMANDER'S DETERMINATION

Following a review of facts associated with the crash, the,Comm.ndér, 8th
Tactical Fighter Wing, in coordination with the Commander, 56th Special
Operations Wing, recommended that the status of the crew members be changed

Reviewed by DPMO
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to killed-in-action, The next-of-kin were-informed of the status change and
the facts supporting the decision in a series of letters dated between 24 =
February and 17 April 1973, which summarized the events of Baron 52's last
- mission and the evidence obtained by the search. team, - The commander added
that in view of the capabilities of the. radio communications equipment, Baron
52's frequent contacts with other aircraft, and the ‘intensive training of the
crew, in case of emergency at least one of the crey would have instinctively
~used the radios unless the aircraft crashed as.a result of some catastrophic
incident that immediately and completely incapacitated . the crew members,
Having reviewed the available facts, the field commanders reported that they
believed "there was no reasonable doubt that all the members of the crew of
Baron 52 were killed in the crash," |

INTELLIGENCE REPQRTS

Although the observations of the search team and other facts constituted what
the field commander believed to be compelling evidence that none of the crey
members survived, four intelligence reports, portions of which were .
declassified for release to the next-of-kin, led others to speculate that the
four electronics specialists could have survived. Two of the documents.were
dated 5 February 1973, another 17 February 1973, and the fourth 2 May 1973, -
Through-a Tongstanding misinterpretation of these sanitized documents an
erroneous impression of survivors was preserved. Yet in fact, the four
reports do not relate to the loss of the EC-47Q.

- The initial 5 February report originated in the area of Vinh, North
Vietnam, over 240 miles by road north of the EC-47Q crashsite. In that
- report, which was issued as an unevaluated report as soon as the
information was acquired, a North Vietnamese unit near Vinh is said to
be holding four prisoners who are not- further identified,

The later 5 February report, based on and issued after a review of the
information in the earlier § February report, provides no additional
insights into the origin or identity of the prisoners.

The 17 February document is ref]ectfve of an enemy unit having downed
an aircraft in the area immediately south of the Demilitarized Zone

which separated North and South Vietnam, and as such does not relate
to the EC-47Q or its crew,

The 2 May report is yet another analyst's interpretation of the
5 February reporting and is neither new information nor a new report,
DIA's review of the evidence shows that the analyst who prepared the

May réport made a number of arbitrary and erroneous assumptions and
'ipgiﬁlgiggeassertionsin'an attempt to infer that the 5 February
information originated from a location much closer tolthe EC-47Q
crashsite and that some of the crew survived, The 2 May report

~therefore actually provides no more conclusive information than,the
“original 5 February report did; however, the uanrranted personal
speculation tends to draw attention away from this fact.

* CONCLUSION

InUCOBCIUSion, i£ shou1d be emphasized that the four documents cited above

were never conclusively correlated to crew members of Baron 52. The documents

initi were entered into the files of the crew member§ oqu because the
}2}31321{0n w&svacquired shortly after Baron.52 became missing, and it was
anticipated that future reporting might.pe(mlt DIA analysts to.mqke a
definitive correlation to the Baron 52 1nc1dent: No such reporting was ever
received, It is further emphasized that fo]]owlng the ]oss of Baron 52 none .
of its crew was ever seen alive, and there is no intelligence whatsoever whic
would indicate any of the crew survived the incident of loss.




ase NS00 thru 07 e ARe0iun o)
o | S o | o \flnmae Bolltnger, Authur Ray | |

NARRATIVE e S o R Captain, US Air Force
L " | | | | .'Date.ofBirtht — 'éjﬁz)égg>
On 5 February 1973 an. EC47 a1rcraft tail number 43 58636 “with e1ght S | :{ i ‘4' B Réte‘.VFGQCGSia" | |
PEFSOHHE] on board dtsappeared while f]y]ng over Saravane Prov1nce Laos. | dh . b | R ,4Heightt. 1.85 meter
7 February 1973, the crash site of th1s alrcraft Was located in the v1c1n1ty | E | ',Neight:' 83'8 Ki'os
of coordinates YC,143.291...Pararescuemen were lowered‘by~jung1e-penetrator-to' -'. f t o | S Hair: Brown
investigate the burned wreckage They reported that‘three of four charred‘ | | Eyes: Blue

remains were observed in the wreckage but- were able to recover on]y one set

which was later qdentified as one of the missing crew. Due to the p0551b111ty | Name: :Meiton,'Todd Michael

that some of the crewmenbers may have parachuted to safety prior to the crash, | Rank: _SSGT’ US Air Force

aerial searches were conducted in the area and emergency radlo-channels | - R : Date<of Birth: oo ;<‘~ (éé>(k%>

monitored, but no trace of any other crewmember cou]d be found o .4 = - - Race: Cacasian - - B

Height: 1.85 meters

- Data pertaining to these seven individuals are as follows: Weight: 90.6 Kilos

Hair: Brown

Name: Spitz, George Ross Eyes: Blue

Rank: Captain, US AirForce

fii;)/?2;> » Name: Primm, Severo James IlI

Date of Birth:

Race: Caucasian : | Rank: 2nd Lt, US Air Force .
Height: 1.85 metere : | Date of Birth: —— (Qk)<?&>
Weight: 79,2 | - Race: Caucasian

Hair: Brown : Height: 1.80 meters

Eyes: Blue | | | Neight: 72.4 Kilos

Hair: Brown

1AW 50 U&CNS‘{' ld te &DOD 5400
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| | Case #1983 0- 01 thru 07
Name Cressman, Peter R1chard

Rank SGT US A1r Force

| Date of Birth: ——— é&' €

‘Race: Ceueasian_

Height: 1.77 meters

Weight: 77.0 kilos

Hair:  Brown

Eyes: - Blue

Name: Matejov, Joseph Andrew
Rank: SGT, US Air Force
Date of Birth: — C‘&YG)

Race: Caucasian -~ = = -

Height: 1.85 meters
Weight: 74.7 kilos
Hair: Brown

Eyes: Blue

Name: Brandenburg, Dale
Rank: SGT, .US Air Force
Date of Birth: (b)/w)

Race: Caucasian

Height: 1.77 meters
Weight: 65.6 kilos
Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown

"z@ez 0w .

3201 BERVAARDY, ROBERT ©
‘3282 BOLLIWGER, ARTHUR R
3275 SRANDENBURG, DALY

C176 CRESSMAN,. PbTER R

‘M194 MATEJOV, JOSEPY A

M195 MELTON, TODD M-

. P13@ PRI, SmVERO J III-
5221 SPITZ Gﬂ;ORGE R |

5098 %6

733235 £C47

730225 EC47Q
- 733235 EC47Q

730225 £C47Q

739285 7047Q
730205 B047Q
- 732225 BC47TQ
730205 £C4TQ

iy

LA
LA
LA

1A

LA
LA
LA

Declassified by
‘another agency.
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Subject: US PHs CapturedlAfter Vietﬁam Cease-Fire (U)

--IForSSO'élark: insqre‘BG.R;-Ogan, USAF,_Seés |

-- For 550 COMUSMACV:inspre @ppréfiaﬁel&3éleaiéd mémberof “"‘
FPUMClPW subcémmittee,séeéé ' | J |

- For 850 Khliy: pass to Col A;fW. érétch, USAF, casualty
Division,-Randolph AFB |

1. (U) The followihg is provided for your informetion.

2. ;LS?’ The most redéﬂt information.on the W stéfﬁs of LCDR P. A.

Kientzler, USN, is being forwarded through non-SSO.channels. Thisv

message also,cqntains & summary of the available information on his

crewvmember, CDR H. H. Hall and on the USAF OV-10A crew (Cépt G. W.

sl and CDR Hell.
3. 48f8%F There is information that the North Viefnamese may
be holding four other Amerieans besides LCDR Kientzler, this
information is summarized as follows:

A. On 5 February 1973 an AF EC—h7.failed to return to friendly
control and the cféwﬁembers were declared MIA in Laos at time of
éstimated fuel exhaustion.

b. Intercept of NVA communications of S'ngruary indicates
four "pirate pilots" had been captured by Group 217/210 (unlocated
but possibly in vieinity of Vinh)., The word "pirate" usually refers
to Americans. Ih this case, the word "pilots" is a loose translation

of a Vietnamese word that might coniotes "crewmembers" more so than

pilots. This same, used for downed B-52 crewmembers, Vietnamese

Previously redacted/declassified

_ Rewiewed by DPMO
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~- B Qffeniing - L
Morris and Lt M. A, Peterson) that was atkempbide to LCDR Kientzler - -

Co Dated SHIY e /LD~ / (97

word“has'béen‘indicating the captives were crewmembers of a larger

aireraft.’ :

¢. Wreckage of the EC-UT was located in Southern‘Laos. Remains

' (head'and’fOrsd).of the Ge-pilot; 1st.Lt Robert E. Bernhardt;vwere

‘recovered and positively'identifiéd. He was'subseqnently declared

KIA. Other remains were burned and decomposed‘beyond reéognitionf
Furthef rescue efforts could not be made due to the presence of
hostile forces in fﬁé area. The other ééven crewmembers, also
listed as KIA, were: |

Capt‘Géorge R. Spitz

Qnd Lt Severo J. Primm

Capt ArtHur R. Bbliingerl'

' SgﬁmDalé Brandenburg

Ssgt Todd M. Melton'

Sgt Jeseph A. Matejov

Sgt Peter R. Cressman

d. The possibility exists that four members of the EC-47 may

‘have parachuted from the aircraft prior to impact.
3. «8/8%F) There has been no subsequent COMINT regarding the alleged

capture of the "four pirate pilots".




the burned wreckage

‘NARRATIVE

-

On 4 February 1973, an ‘EC47 aircraft, tail number 43- 48636 with

.,' i PIER SN

, eight personnel on board disappeared while flying over Saravane f“"
Province, Laos. On 7 February 1973 the crash site of this air-,f.‘

‘craft was located in the vicinity of coordinates YC 143 291

4 Pararescuemen were lowered by jungle penetrator to investigate

They reported that three or fOur charred

remains were- observed in the wreckage but were able to recover

only one set which was later identified as one of the missing

crew. Due to the possibility that some of the crewmembers may‘

have parachuted to safety prior to the crash, aerial searches
§ ’ )

were conducted in the area and emergency radio channels monitored

but nQ trace of any other crewmember could be found.

Data pertaining to these seven individuals are as follows

Name: Spitz, George Ross .

Rank: Capt, U.S. Air Force N
Date of Birth: “\ (é)(é)
Race: Caucasian
Height: 1.85 meters
Weight: 79.2 kilos
" Hair: Brown
Eyes: Blue
Rme\g%%dSCQSNotB&DODMOW R

CASE #1983-0-01 thru 07 ~. .-

JE ,"‘ .lui fRace: Caucasian | N R ' !
"i’ L ht.;height: 1.85 meters ,
3 Weight. 83.8 kilos
| Hair‘g Browni‘ 7

‘9

- |
e T e 119830201 b 07

Namet‘ Bollinger, Arthur Ray

"Rank} Capt, U, S Air\Fnrce »

ﬁateQf.Birth._dlll-illlll-ll

' WlMelton, Todd Michael

8sgt, U.S, Air Force‘,l

"- Date of Birth; -

's‘ff R&Qe. Caucasian | |
_ L ffﬁeight: l.85 meters
: weight: 90,6 kilos ~ " L : - -
‘Bair: Brown
;' Eyes: Blue
e ‘
! Name; Primm, Severo James III

Rank: 2nd Lt, U.S,.Air Force_

Date of Birth; <IN

(/ v, )

Race: Caucasian

Height: 1.80 meters

Weight: 72.4 kilos

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Green




‘_ - ‘ oot ., P . e ' ' ‘ ' o

;‘ﬁamé:,CreSSman;Beter Richdrd,"

Rank:  Sgt, US. AifﬁTbrcew‘ b

__Date of Birth: /NSNS
 Race: LCauéésian : . e
 Helght: 1.77 meters =

"“’;ﬁWéiéht&"77ao kilos
IR o "lﬁﬁgif{7'nrqwn‘

Vv

EINER RN
' [

. :Eyes:. Blue,.

| , - ‘   .fﬁgﬁé;l’ﬁatéjpv, Joseph Andrew
I | R T A L 5
BRI o ““Rankt: Sgt, U.S, Air Force

R N
.. :Races: Caucasian

,ﬁéight{' 1,85 meters ; B
L _ . TN e —_ v . T

 Hair: Brown

Eyes: Blue

Name: Brandenburg, Dale
.R;nkﬁ sgt, U.S. Air Force
Date of Birth: «ECGCGEG—G——— (b))
Race: Caucasian -
Héight: 1.77 meters

Weight: 65.6 kilos
Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown

'.(A)Oézxm__

| ©Weight: 74,7 kilos o

L et s m— (0)(6)

1

o lJosh.Lgvin e
R
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~Capt. Ray Vohden
- ¢/o MIA/POW Affairs °
- "The"Pentagon o

Washington, D.C.

Dear Capt. Vohden:

Persuant to my request 6f.last.week, I would like to obtainzinformation

~on the crash of an Air ForceEC-47 Q over Laos, the date of February 5, 1973,

It is known that such an aircraft was shot down with eight persons aboard.
These men were: Lt. Robert Bernhardt, E-4. Dale Bradenberg, E-4 Joseph
Matejov, E-4-Peter Cressman, Lt. Severo Primim, E-5 Todd Melton, Capt.
Arthur Bollinger,and Capt. George Spitz. The body of Lt. Bernhardt

was returned to the U.S. All men were declared dead.

- 'F-OUP N . - -

" It has come to my. attention that as many as 3¢X men were known.to be - -

captufed;“or.at"the'very'least:pot’défi@itely'deéd; "This fact has not
been released publicly up until now.

I would like to obtain a detailed account of the circumstances behind the
move to declare these men dead, and information about the known status of
these men at the time of the crash. Information concerning how U.S. data
on these men was obtained (e.g. intercepts) would be appreciated as well.

Please do all you can to assist me in my research.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely yours,
Tt fo.

osh Levin
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